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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's Amendment filed 12/02/04 has been entered and carefully 
considered. However, limitations of amended claims have not been found to be 
patentable over the prior art of record, therefore, claims 1-61 are rejected under 
the same ground of rejection as set forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international 
application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 
371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 1-7, 10, 32-37, 49-50 and 55-61 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fowlow et al. [US. 6,189,138]. 
As to claims 1 , 32, 49 and 55, Fowlow et al. discloses a computer implemented 
method and corresponding apparatus for adding program elements to programs 
in a graphical user interface comprising the steps/means for a memory 
configured to store program instructions (column 6, lines 5-15); a display device 
(column 4, lines 25-30); a processor configured to read the program instructions 
from the memory and to execute the program instructions (column 8, lines 31- 
50); displaying a program currently being edited in a first graphical user 
interface displayed on a computer system, wherein the computer system 
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comprises a display (figure 5, column 10, lines 30-44); displaying a search 
window on the display (figure 6, 610, 612); receiving user input to the search 
window specifying one or more search criteria (column 12, lines 14-35); 
identifying and displaying information indicating a plurality of possible program 
elements in the search window in accordance with the one or more search 
criteria (column 12, lines 14-52); receiving user input for selecting a program 
element from the plurality of possible program elements (column 12, lines 53- 
67); including the selected program element in the program (figure 5, 552, 
column 1 1 , lines 28-45). 

As to claims 2-4 and 33-35, Fowlow et al. teaches the plurality of possible 
program elements being selectable by the user from the search window to add 
functionality to the one or more windows of the program (column 1 1 , lines 28-42 
and column 12, lines 12-35). Fowlow et al. also teach the program including a 
graphical user interface, wherein the graphical user inerface of the program is 
different from the first graphical user interface wherein during execution of the 
program, one or more elements of the graphical user interface of the program 
are operable to receive and/or output information (figure 6, column 12, lines 30- 
60). 

As to claims 5, 36 and 50, Fowlow et al. also teaches receiving user input to 
drag-and-drop the selected program element into the first window (figure 5, 552, 
column 11, lines 29-45) 
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As to claims 6 and 37, Fowlow et al. teaches searching for the search string in a 
plurality of text items comprising text items related to the program elements 
(column 12, lines 15-35); and displaying one or more text items located by said 
searching for the search string, wherein each of the one or more located text 
items includes the search string, and wherein each of the one or more located 
text items references one of the plurality of possible program elements (column 
12, lines 15-53). 

As to claim 7, Fowlow et al. also teaches the user input selecting the program 
element from the plurality of possible program elements specifies one of the 
one or more located text items, wherein the specified located text item 
references the selected program element (figure 5, column 13, lines 44-65). 
As to claim 10, Fowlow et al. also shows displaying the search window being 
performed in response to user input to the graphical user interface (figure 6, 
612). 

As to claims 56-57, Fowlow et al. provide the program being displayed in a first 
area of the display and the one or more program elements being displayed in a 
second area of the display (figure 5, 552, 552'); wherein said including the 
selected program element in the program comprises receiving user input to 
drag-and-drop the selected program element from the second area to the first 
area (column 1 1 , lines 28-45). 

As to claims 58-59, Fowlow et al. also provide the program being displayed in a 
first window of the graphical user interface and the one or more program 
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elements are displayed in a second window of the graphical user interface 
(figure 5, column 10, lines 30-52); wherein said including the selected program 
element in the program comprises receiving user input to drag and drop the 
selected program element from the second window to the first window (column 
11, lines 28-45). 

As to claim 60-61, Fowlow et al. demonstrate the program being a graphical 
program which comprising a plurality of interconnected nodes that visually 
indicate functionality of the graphical program and at least one of the one or 
more program elements including a node which is operable to be 
interconnected with the plurality of interconnected nodes (column 3, lines 47- 
65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8-9, 1 1-31 , 38-48 and 51-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

as being unpatentable over Fowlow et al. 

As to claims 8 and 38, Fowlow et al. discloses the palette window including 
plurality of palette items. Fowlow et al. fails to clearly teach hierarchy of palette 
windows. However, Official notice is taken that implementation of hierarchy of 
palette windows was well known in the computer art. It would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to 
combine the well known implementation of hierarchy of palette window with 
Fowlow' s one palette window. Motivation of the combination would have been 
to present a large number of palette items. 

As to claims 9, 19 and 39, Fowlow et al. teaches the palette window including 
plurality of palette items. Fowlow et al. fails to teach the navigation items 
including a forward navigation item, a backward navigation item and an up 
navigation item are implemented in the hierarchy of palette windows. However, 
Official Notice is taken that implementations of the forward, backward and 
upward navigation items are well know in the art. In light of the rejection set 
forth above, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to combine the well know implementations of the 
navigation items to Fowlow. Motivation of the combination would have been to 
navigate among the hierarchy of palette window 

As to claims 1 1 , 20, 40, 44, 52 and 54, Fowlow et al. shows the displaying on 
the display the window comprising palette items. Fowlow et al. fail to teach the 
hierarchy of palette windows. However, Official Notice is taken that 
implementations of the plurality of palette windows in the hierarchical structure. 
In light of the rejection set forth above, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made to combine the well 
known implementations of the hierarchy of palette windows to Fowlow. 
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Motivation of the combination would have been to present a large amount of 
palette items. 

Beside, Fowlow et al. discloses displaying on the display a first palette window 
from the hierarchy of palette windows, wherein one or more of the palette 
windows in the hierarchy comprise palette items that are selectable by a user to 
add functionality on one or more windows of a program currently being edited in 
the graphical user interface, and wherein one or more of the palette windows in 
the hierarchy of palette windows of the first palette window (figure 5, column 1 1 , 
lines 29-45 and column 10, lines 30-44); receiving user input selecting a search 
item of the first palette window (column 12, lines 19-27); displaying a search 
window in response to said user input selecting the search item and receiving 
user input in the search window specifying a search criteria (figure 6, 612); 
identifying and displaying information regarding a plurality of possible palette 
items in search window in accordance with the search criteria user input 
(column 12, lines 14-52); receiving user input selecting a palette item from the 
plurality of possible palette items (figure 6, 552); and incorporating the selected 
program element in a first window of the one or more windows of the program 
(figure 5, 552, column 11, lines 28-45). 

As to claim 12, Fowlow et al. shows wherein the palette items including icons 
that are selectable by the user to incorporate graphical user interface elements 
in a graphical user interface of the program currently being edited (column 3, 
lines 46-60). 
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As to claim 13, Fowlow et al. teaches the plurality of possible program elements 
being selectable by the user from the search window to add functionality to the 
one or more windows of the program currently being edited (column 1 1 , lines 
28-42 and column 12, lines 12-35). 

As to claims 14, 42 and 53, Fowlow et al. also teaches receiving user input to 
drag-and-drop the selected program element into the first window (figure 5, 552, 
column 1 1 , lines 29-45) 

As to claim 15, Fowlow et al. teaches searching for the search string in a 
plurality of text items comprising text items related to the program elements 
(column 12, lines 15-35); and displaying one or more text items located by said 
searching for the search string, wherein each of the one or more located text 
items includes the search string, and wherein each of the one or more located 
text items references one of the plurality of possible program elements (column 
12, lines 15-53). 

As to claim 16, Fowlow et al. also teaches the user input selecting the program 
element from the plurality of possible program elements specifies one of the 
one or more located text items, wherein the specified located text item 
references the selected program element (figure 5, column 13, lines 44-65). 
As to claims 17-18 and 23, Fowlow et al. also shows the plurality of possible 
palette items including palette items from the one or more of the palette 
windows in the hierarchy comprising palette items (figure 5, 552). 
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As to claim 21, Fowlow et al. teaches searching for the search string in a 
plurality of text items comprising text items related to the program elements 
(column 12, lines 15-35); and displaying one or more text items located by said 
searching for the search string, wherein each of the one or more located text 
items includes the search string, and wherein each of the one or more located 
text items references one of the plurality of possible program elements (column 
12, lines 15-53). 

As to claim 22, In light of rejection of hierarchy of palette windows, Fowlow et al. 
also provides the user input selecting the new palette window from the plurality 
of possible palette windows specifies one of the one or more located text items 
in the search window, wherein the specified located text item references the 
new palette window). 

As to claim 24, In light of rejection of hierarchy of palette windows, Fowlow et al. 
demonstrates prior to said displaying the search window in response to said 
user input selecting the search item: receiving user input selecting a navigation 
item displayed on the search windows; and displaying a previously displayed 
palette window in the hierarchy of palette windows in response to said user 
input selecting the navigation item. 

As to claim 25, In light of the rejection of hierarchy of palette windows, Fowlow 
et al. also demonstrates the navigation item is one of a forward navigation item, 
a back navigation item, and an up navigation item. 
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As to claim 26-28, In light of the rejection of hierarchy of palette windows, 
Fowlow et al. discloses the navigation item being a back navigation item 
operable when selected to display a most recently previously displayed palette 
window in a backward direction; the navigation item being a forward navigation- 
item operable when selected to display a most recently previously displayed 
palette window in a forward direction and the navigation item being an up 
navigation item operable when selected to display a parent palette window of 
the first palette window, regardless of the most recently previously displayed 
palette window. 

As to claims 29, Fowlow et al. shows the program currently being edited is a 
graphical program, and wherein the palette items include icons that are 
selectable by the user to include function nodes in the graphical program 
(column 3, lines 47-65). 

As to claims 30 and 47, Fowlow et al. also demonstrates the program being a 
graphical program, and wherein the palette items include icons that are 
selectable by the user to add functionality to the graphical program (column 3, 
lines 46-65). 

As to claims 31 and 48, Fowlow et al. teaches the information regarding the 
plurality of possible palette windows displayed in the search window includes 
information regarding one or more possible program elements wherein the 
information regarding the one or more possible program elements is selectable 
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by the user from the search window to add functionality to the program (column 
12, line 14 through column 15, line 16). 

As to claim 41 , Fowlow et al. shows wherein the palette items including icons 
that are selectable by the user to incorporate graphical user interface elements 
in a graphical user interface of the program currently being edited (column 3, 
lines 46-60) and Fowlow et al. teaches the plurality of possible program 
elements being selectable by the user from the search window to add 
functionality to the one or more windows of the program currently being edited 
(column 11, lines 28-42 and column 12, lines 12-35). 

As to claims 43 and 45, Fowlow et al. teaches searching for the search string in 
a plurality of text items comprising text items related to the program elements 
(column 12, lines 15-35); and displaying one or more text items located by said 
searching for the search string, wherein each of the one or more located text 
items includes the search string, and wherein each of the one or more located 
text items references one of the plurality of possible program elements (column 
12, lines 15-53) and Fowlow et al. also teaches the user input selecting the 
program element from the plurality of possible program elements specifies one 
of the one or more located text items, wherein the specified located text item 
references the selected program element (figure 5, column 13, lines 44-65). 
As to claim 46, In light of rejection of hierarchy of palette windows, Fowlow et al. 
demonstrates prior to said displaying the search window in response to said 
user input selecting the search item: receiving user input selecting a navigation 
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item displayed on the search windows; and displaying a previously displayed 
palette window in the hierarchy of palette windows in response to said user 
input selecting the navigation item. 

In light of the rejection of hierarchy of palette windows, Fowlow et al. also 
demonstrates the navigation item is one of a forward navigation item, a back 
navigation item, and an up navigation item. 

As to claim 51 , Fowlow et al. discloses one or more of the palette windows in 
the hierarchy each comprise one or more palette items that each represent one 
of the plurality of possible program elements (column 13, lines 42-60). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant has argued Fowlow does not teach or suggest "...identifying and 
displaying information indicating a plurality of possible program elements in the 
search window in accordance with the one or more search criteria...". However, 
Fowlow teaches a search window 612 for entering information for inputting into 
the file search engine. It would have been inherent for Fowlow to display the 
search information result. Applicant's attention is also directed to the column 12, 
lines 15-35 "...and a file search/navigation region. The search and navigation 
region comprises, in one embodiment, a find button 610 which, when 
depressed, provides the user with a means of identifying file and object 
characteristics that can be searched using search engines such as those well 
known in the computer science arts for searching objects and files based on a 
variety of characteristics". 

Applicant argues that Fowlow does not teach or suggest "...receiving user input 
selecting a program element from the plurality of possible program elements...". 
However, Fowlow teaches the feature at column 12, lines 53-67, "the present 
invention provides a third interface for entering information pertaining to the 
particular component or part that has been selected". 
Applicant also argues Fowlow fails to teach "including the selected program 
element in the program" and "the plurality of possible program elements are 
selectable by the user from the search window to add functionality to the 
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program". Figure 5 shows one component 552 being dragged into the window 
501 to become a new part 552\ 

Regarding the argument about the official notice of "one or more of the palette 
windows in the hierarchy of palette windows comprises a search item". Fowlow 
et al. fail to clearly teach the features. However, in the same field of the 
invention, the claimed limitations are disclosed by Takahashi et al. [US. 
6,339,439]. Takahashi et al. cite " wherein the items of the display plane 
forming information of logical display planes that have a hierarchical 
relationship include information describing the hierarchical relationship..." (see 
abstract). Applicant's attention is also directed to column 4, lines 18-31 and 
column 1 1 , lines 10-35. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art, at the time the invention was made, to combine the teaching of 
Takahashi et al. with Fowlow's search window. Motivation of the combination 
would have been to save the system space when displaying plurality of 
windows. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension 
of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply 
is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the 
advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
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shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In 
no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Mylinh Tran. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 3:00PM at 571-272-4141. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Heather Herndon, can be reached at 571-272-4136. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned are as follows: 

703-872-9306 

and / or: 

571-273-4141 (use this FAX #, only after approval by Examiner, for 
"INFORMAL" or "DRAFT" communication. Examiners may request that a formal 
paper / amendment be faxed directly to them on occasions). 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 
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